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April 5
Speaker: Anne Langmaid 

 
Eremophilas

Anne is the Secretary of APS Keilor Plains and is also 
the  current Membership Officer for APS Victoria. 
She is one of many active in the Melton Botanic 
Gardens, both in the Eucalyptus Arboretum and 
WASA Garden and is the current Nursery manager.  
 
During the past 25 years native plants have become 
a passion both in the garden and in the wild, but her 
overwhelming passion during this time has been 
Eremophilas. This is only partly because her garden 
is dry and she can grow them, the other reason is 
they come in every colour and are stupendous. 
 
Eremophila ‘Christobel’ (Russell Wait Garden)

Welcome to our New Member: 
Kate Williams

Dates of Interest (APSYY & others):
10 April APS YY committee meeting. Mike R’s 
house. 

21 April: APS Geelong Native Plant Sale at 
Wirrawilla, 40 Lovely Banks Road, Lovely Banks. $2 
per adult or $5 per car. 8.30 - 5pm.

28 April: APS YY Native Plant & Book Sale. Eltham 
Senior Citizens Centre, 903 Main Road, Eltham. 10 
am - 4 pm.

**We will need volunteers for the Friday afternoon/
evening for setting up, and on the Saturday for our 
Yarra Yarra Native Plant & Book Sale. Please put 
your name on the roster at the meeting, or contact 
Joanne via email.

Members will find a pdf of our leaflets attached 
which can be emailed to friends to let them know 
about our event. Please also pick up some leaflets 
from our meeting, and put them in your local shop 
windows where permitted, and do a letterbox drop 
in your neighbourhood.

28-29 April & 5-6 May  Mullum Mullum Festival  
program. Over 20 expert-lead walks and 
presentations. (Collect a brochure at our meeting).

5th May  10-3.30pm.  APS Mornington Peninsula 
Plant Sale.  Seawinds, Arthurs Seat State Park, 
Purves Rd

12 May APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh Plant Sale. St 
Andrew’s Uniting Church, Gisborne Road, Bacchus 
Marsh. 9 am - 1 pm.

8 - 9 September: APS YY Australian Plants Expo, 
Eltham Community & Reception Centre, 801 Main 
Road, Eltham. 10.00am - 4.00 pm

 
Website: apsyarrayarra.org.au 

Facebook: facebook.com/APSYarraYarra

Australian Plants Society 

Yarra Yarra
Group Inc

(Incorporation No. A0039676Y) 
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APS YY General Meeting 
Speakers:

3-May  Graham & Maree Goods Gardening on 
the Wimmera Plains

7-June  Greg Moore Urban Greening

5-July  Ryan Phillips Animal Interactions

2-Aug  AGM & Grand Flower Table 
 
6-Sept  Katie Holmes Mallee Landscapes

4-Oct    David & Barbara Pye Melton Botanic 
Gardens

1-Nov   APS YY Grand Flower Table

6-Dec   APS YY Slide Show & Party 

APS YY Garden Visits:
Peter Smith with Lyhn Barfield’s assistance is 
organising these visits - thank you!  

8 April, 2 pm Bev & John Hanson Garden. 
There is easy, signed parking on the property. It 
is a natural flowing garden. Bev is a landscape 
designer so the garden reflects this with large 
ponds, an area of exotic plants blending back 
to bushland surrounds. There are easy access 
bush paths throughout with some steps. There 
is a small nursery.   

Images below: From the Flower Table - 
Ozothamnus diosmifolius (Rice Flower) and 
Verticordia monodelpha 

APS Yarra Yarra Particulars

The APS Yarra Yarra Committee:

•Miriam Ford (President, Newsletter Editor, COM 
delegate) M 0409 600 644

•Rob Dunlop (Vice-President & Multi-media Tech 
guy) 0419 521 813

•Mike Ridley (Treasurer & Multi-media Tech guy) 
0418 322 969

•Joanne Cairns (Secretary & Co-editor of website & 
Facebook page) 0425 760 325

•Carmen Cooper (Membership Officer) 0413 012 
045

•Adrian Seckold (Minutes Secretary & meeting plant 
sales) 0431 071 503

*Peter Smith ( Garden Visits) 0425 798 275.

 
 

Contributions to the 2018 May APS YY News to 
Miriam by 20 April 2018 please

Email: miriamdfc30@gmail.com  (NOTE - this is 
new please change this in your contacts!) OR post 
to Newsletter editor APS Yarra YarraPO Box 298, 
Eltham 3095  
 
Thank you to Jill Lulham, Anne Langmaid, Peter 
Smith , Joanne Cairns, David Redfern, Mike Williams, 
Mike Ridley & Winifred Bennet for articles, Jill and 
Joanne for proof reading, Jill for FT images, Editor 
(MF) for all other images & articles & Google for 
Errinundra NP image on P3.   
 
We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of 
our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd. 
 
Thank you to Vicki Ward’s Office for printing
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March 1 Meeting Report -Victorian Rainforests

Rainforests once covered the entire country, during the Dinosaur Era (Jurassic). As the continent moved 
north and fires became prevalent rainforest was pushed back to certain pockets. There isn’t much 
in Victoria so what we have is precious and endangered because the State is so fire prone. Mark 

illustrated his talk with many Google Earth Maps where you can see the rainforest as a distinctive dense 
bright green amongst the bluer grey of the Eucalypt forest. There are two main types.

Cool Temperate Rainforest is higher. There are 
3 main spots -: Otways, Northern Highlands & 
East Gippsland. It is also found in Tasmania. The 
canopy is dominated by 2 main tree species Myrtle 
Beech (which is good as a pot plant because of the 
beautiful leaf colour changes through the seasons) 
and Sassafras (their growth habit develops a pointed 
canopy, small white flowers, distinct family of their 
own). Victorian rainforest is species poor compared 
with Queensland Rainforest which has many more 
species, up to 98. There are beautiful ground 
ferns such as Blechnums which are tough, able to 
stand dry summers & Filmy Ferns (just single cell 
thickness) which only grow in moist shady places. 
A particular characteristic of ferns in these areas 
is that they produce bulbils or plantlets. Spores 
need constant moisture to germinate and grow. 
Therefore an adaption to the long hot summer is to 
produce new plants on the end of their fronds which 
eventually get heavy enough to drop on the ground 
and start over.

The Healesville/ Toolangi area has some lovely walks 
e.g. Wirrawilla Board Walk. There are mosses and 
bryophytes, tree ferns and large trees. Trunks of 
trees can be up to 6 M across. Such emergent trees 
are a common feature of rainforest throughout the 
world. There are always a few species which have 
worked out how they can grow out of the canopy of 
the forest (e.g. Mountain Ash – Euc. regnans) and 

are important for the fauna. Further East, the Baw 
Baw plateau is a great spot for a range of plants. 
Geology has created faults which form natural 
gullies at around 1000 M elevation. This is a strange 
type of rainforest because of cool and short growing 
season - shrubby gullies with mixtures of sub alpine 
species and rainforest ferns.

Marc said that the best place to go is via a 4 wheel 
drive trip to the Errinundra NP, Gippsland. The large 
amount of rain received is unique & so it is wet 
pretty much the whole year around. Zooming in we 
traversed the gully up from Goongerah where the 
largest single patch of rainforest in Victoria exists 
-no driving, must walk. Google maps show a bright 
green colour. It looks like Christmas trees – the 
distinctive pointed growth habit of Sassafras. Myrtle 
Beech is not here and is replaced by a species 
called Black Olive Berry (Elaeocarpus holopetalus) 
which is darker green. When you walk along the 
tracks - there are several short excellent walks- 
you see remarkable unusual leaves on the ground 
with serrated margins & a bright pinky purple 
colour. These are from this tree. The other species 
is Blueberry Ash (Elaeocarpus reticulatus) & the 
Gippsland Waratah (Telopea oreades), growing up 
to 10 to 12 M tall & which is covered in flowers in 
November, a spectacular display.

(continued on Page 9)
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Report on APS Vic Committee of Management  & MIFGS

FJC Rogers Seminar: I will just focus on some key aspects of this meeting that I think were 
particularly relevant to us. Maree Goods reported on the progress of the FJC Rogers Seminar on 
Goodeniaceae to be held in Horsham, 20 and 21 October. Registration is open from April but already people 
have been applying online. It is popular so if you are going to go then get your skates on with regard to 
registration and accommodation.

In reference to the next FJC Rogers Seminar in 2020 APS Yarra Yarra has been asked to consider hosting. 
I had offered APS YY as a possible host for a Quarterly in 2019 and Chris Long, the President asked if we 
would instead consider the 2020 FJC Seminar as the Foothills group could no longer do it. A decision needs 
to be made by June otherwise APS Vic will have to undertake it. We are considering and would prefer to do 
so jointly with APS Maroondah if possible.  

APS Vic Stand at MIFGS 
Melbourne International Flower 
and Garden Show. This show 
presents a great opportunity 
to send the message out about 
gardening with Australian plants 
however it has proven difficult in 
the past for a number of reasons 
not the least of which was the 
situation of the indoor site – out 
of the way on the top floor of 
the Exhibition Building. Outside 
sites are hugely expensive. Phil 
Vaughan was considering being 
there but decided against it – his 
site was going to cost $10K!

Dallas & Bernard have organised, 
designed and are manning the 
stand for the duration of the 
show. We (and the hanging 
baskets) are part of the RHS 
(Royal Horticulture Society) 
exhibit and Dallas organised to 
have the location moved to the 
ground floor in a great position. 

She also suggested that APS 
Vic connect with the Avenue 
of Achievable Gardens, many 
of which use Australian Plants. 
Book prizes have been awarded 
to all 12 students and the 4 
Institutional libraries involved.

Dallas and Bernard are to be 
congratulated on an inspired and 
creative display which simply 
within in the constraints of 
budget & site logistics, expresses 
the diversity and variety of our 
Australian Plants. Tube stock 
was grown by Bernard and other 
plants were sourced from CRISP 
and Kuranga Native Nursery. 

I volunteered to take photographs 
for Growing Australian & was 
invited to attend a behind the 
scenes look at the Achievable 
Gardens on Tuesday evening 
before the official opening on 
Wednesday. I also attended the 

awards ceremony that evening 
with Trevor Blake giving the 
presentation speech. It was a 
great evening and it was clearly 
apparent that the students and 
officials present were thrilled by 
the acknowledgement and the 
gifts.  
 
In reaching out to the students 
& Institutions involved in a very 
popular avenue of gardens, now 
in its 12th year APS Vic connects 
with & disseminates its message 
to the broader community 
of young horticulturalists & 
landscapers who clearly want to 
know more about these plants 
and how to use them in small 
gardens. 
Images L to R: Bernard Boulton, Trevor 
Blake, Miriam, Chris Long, Dallas Boulton 
& Craig (CEO, NGIV) 
The APS Vic stand at MIFGS
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The MarchFlower Table - Jill Lulham

Thanks to Miriam, Colin and Mike (Ridley), for presenting 
the specimens, and members who brought in labelled 
specimens and contributed to the discussion. This is just a 
small selection of those brought to the meeting.

RUTACEAE
Diplolaena grandiflora (Wild Rose, WA, <3m, needs good 
drainage, and some shade). Image bottom right. 
Correa reflexa var. reflexa (Brisbane Ranges)
C. reflexa var speciosa ‘Carmen’ (Phil Hempel registered 
with ACRA, flared bell)
Correa pulchella ‘Catie Bec’ (pink, <1m)
Correa reflexa var reflexa ‘Portland Frost & Lime’
 
MYRTACEAE
Thryptomene denticulata (WA, hardy once established, 
grows well in sun or shade)
Verticordia monodelpha (Woolly Featherflower, sw WA, 
<2m), V. chrysostachys ssp. palidus (grafted, Miriam 
growing either in pipes or large pots), V. pennigera 
(Native Tea, sw WA, <0.5m, pale pink, grow in a sunny, 
well drained position)
Verticordias grafted onto Chamelaucium uncinatum or 
Darwinea citriodora – affects where you can plant them. 
Try to determine from grower what root stock has been 
used, so you will know if it will grow in your soil. 
Syzygium anisatum (was Backhousia, Ringwood, 
rainforest tree from northern NSW, leaves used as a spice 
or tea with aniseed aroma). Image middle opposite. 
Baeckea linifolia (South east Qld to eastern Vic, weeping 
baeckea to 1.5m, prune)
Hypocalymma robustum (Swan River Myrtle, sw WA, 
<1m, less reliable in areas with Summer rainfall)
Eucalyptus dolichoryncha buds (Fuchsia gum, southern 
WA, small eucalypt, no lignotuber)
SCROPHULARIACEAE
Eremophila malacoides (Frontage Poverty Bush, WA, 
grafted from Russell Wait, small <1m, hairy leaves)
 
ASTERACEAE
Ozothamnus diosmifolius (Rice flower, long flowering, 
good cut flower, keep pruned, many shades of pink/white 
now available)
Chrysocephalum apiculatum (Bridgewater Bay form) - 
image top right. 
 
RHAMNACEAE
Spyridium coactifolium (Butterfly Spyridium, SA, small 
plant)
 
PLANTAGINACEAE
Veronica arenaria (Qld & NSW, fine leaf, very hardy, can 
be pruned, floppy stems)
GOODENIACEAE

Scaevola aemula (pink form, long flowering, hardy, 
compact)
 
FABACEAE
Acacia jibberdingensis (WA, 2-4m, early flowering)
 
PITTOSPORACEAE
Marianthus bicolor (was Billardiera bicolour, low, erect, 
spreading shrub or climber, 1m if pruned)

Some images below & others throughout the issue:
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On a warm Sunday, 9 APS YY members and 4 visitors made up a group keen to explore some of the gardens at 
Monash University. Ably led by Colin Gould, who spent several years working on these gardens, we noted the 
impressive number of mature trees, Colin pointing out their propensity to drop large limbs. All the plantings at 

M. U. since it started have been devoted to OZ plants(see partial list below). 

We stopped by the Engineering 
Department where some remains of 
the West Gate bridge and the story 
of its collapse were displayed. There 
were some lovely mature Melaleucas 
and indigenous plantings nearby.  
 
We proceeded to some newer 
developments, all quite healthy 
and lush despite the ongoing dry 
spell, irrigation being evident. After 
a cuppa we proceeded to the Earth 
Sciences garden, a magnificent 
display of nearly 500 rock specimens 
(some weighing up to 14 tons) ‘laid 
out to represent a pattern of rock 
outcrops and set among beautiful 
native plants representing each 
geographical region in Victoria’. 
Impressive and inspiring.

Colin then took us back via the 
Rainforest section and two quite 

different pond areas. All in all an 
interesting and enjoyable day.  
 
Special thanks to Colin and our 
learned visitors - (Ed :including Dr 
Yardenah Brickman & her husband, 
Paul. Paul is keen to join an APS 
Group. Yardenah was at our NYE 
propagation day with her daughter. 
She is in charge of 1st year Biology 
at Monash & knew much about the 
planting history at Monash and told 
us that it was the previous Dean who 
set about improving the environs 
with native planting. She also 
remarked on how much the students 
enjoy all the beautiful restful areas 
created & are often seen studying in 
them).

Some of the trees encountered: 
Allocasuarina cunninghamii, 
torulosa, Angophora costata, 

Araucaria bidwillii (Bunya 
Bunya), Syzygium anisatum (was 
Backhousia anisata, Aniseed 
myrtle), Brachychiton acerifolius, 
populneus, x grafted, Elaeocarpus 
reticulatus, Corymbia citriodora, 
maculata, Euc. saligna, sideroxylon, 
Melaleuca linariifolia, styphelioides 
& Melia azedarach. Some of other 
numerous plants encountered: 
Alyogyne huegelii, Banksia 
marginata, robur, various Correas, 
Dianellas, Grevilleas, Lomandras, 
Thomasia, Eremophila nivea (mass 
planting as a stunning hedge), 
Indigofera australis,Lepidozamia, 
Leptospermum laevigatum, 
dwarf petersonii,Macrozamia 
communis,Marianthus bicolor & 
many Xerochrysums.

Garden Visit- Monash Uni- Sunday March 4- Peter Smith
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Monash University Gardens

Out and About on Monash Campus: Page 6 the walking group en route to Engineering with (inset) Scaevola 
aemula edging on the left-hand side garden bed, This page 7, Clockwise: Peter standing near large archway 
covered in stunning Marianthus bicolor (we must propagate this - who has some?, Close up of Marianthus 
flower, Group admiring a stunning Banksia bed with B. robur in close up. 
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The APS Propagation Team - March 8 & 22nd Update
We had quite a team present on March 8 - some from before such as myself, Carmen, Anita & Jenny and 
additionally Joanne Cairns, Chris Krolikowski, Janine Wallace, Sonia Gatti, Keryn Herriman (Jill & Neil’s 
daughter) & Roy Gwyther-Jones. After the first-timers had their induction we set about in teams of two to 
prepare the cuttings. There was a lot of material from Max McDowall, Chris, Jenny, Roy and myself which 
was first inspected by the Border Force team of Scott and Michael (see below, left). It passed – Phew!

Tip lengths of up to 10 cms long, 
containing at least 3- 5 nodes 
were cut and all leaves carefully 
removed, using snips, save for a 
few at the top for photosynthesis. 
The majority of leaves are 
removed in order to prevent too 
much water loss by transpiration 
(see below right- Roy & Carmen 
preparing cuttings). These were 
placed in water until they were 
dipped in Clonex (purple) and 
placed into the cutting media 
(coarse sand, coir peat & perlite). 
They were inserted to a depth not 
far off the bottom of the pot so as 
to be close to the warmth of the 
heat bed they would rest on.  
 
The pots of cuttings were 
then taken to the polyhouse 
where they sit on a heat bed 
(at 22 degrees) and are misted 
automatically for 10 secs every 
minute. The temperature 
differential created – warm at 
the bottom, cool at the top – 
stimulates rapid root production.

We set up a large variety of 
approximately 30 plant species: 
Acacia lasiocalyx (prostrate), 

Alogoyne white form, Correa 
‘Point Hicks’, ,Darwinia 
oldfiedii, meeboldii, citriodora 
(prostrate) Eremophila ‘Big 
Poly’, calorhabdos, mackinlayii, 
muelleriana, youngii, Eutaxia 
obovata, Grevillea glabella 
(grey leaf form from Barellan), 
longistyla, ‘Poorinda Adorning’, 
preissii ssp glabrilimba, Hibbertia 
sericea, Homoranthus porteri 
Hypocalymma angustifolium, 
Hypocalymma hybrid 
-angustifolium X robustum, ), 
Kunzea affinis, Leionema elatior 
ssp beckleri, Melaleuca fulgens 
(apricot), leptospermoides, 
Phebalium glandulosum, 
Ricinocarpus pinifolius (Glen 
Waverley form), Thomasia 
grandiflora, Thryptomene 
denticulata, Templetonia retusa 
(apricot, dwarf form).

On March 22nd we (Suzie, Jenny, 
Carmen, Janine and myself) did 
volunteer work for the Nursery. 
We were able to put in hundreds 
of tip-cuttings of recently 
collected prunings of Correa 
glabra X reflexa (Warrandyte) 
and Myoporum petiolaris (Plenty 

Gorge Park) in the 3 hours or 
so. We were so busy getting 
that done we didn’t get around 
to pricking out a large tray of 
Eucalypt seedlings. 

Because of this wonderful 
collaboration with LaTrobe 
nursery and the APS YY members 
we are going to have many more 
plants to sell at our plant sales 
this year. Thank you to those who 
have provided plant material and 
their labour.  We inspected both 
our seedlings and our tip-cuttings 
on Thursday 22nd - all are doing 
extremely well.  There are roots 
appearing out the bottom of the 
forestry tubes (see Anita, Carmen 
& Jenny with the tubes, top  P 9. 

We will be at LaTrobe at 
forthnightly intervals for the 
foreseeable future.  There is 
much to do for them and us and 
this is the most optimal time.   

Next: April 5, 10 am start, same 
day as the General Meeting.
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APS YY Propagation: LaTrobe Nursery

(Victoria Rainforest continued from P 3)

Warm Temperate Rainforest, the second type of 
Rainforest, is lowland rainforest and restricted to 
East Gippsland, 500 to 700 M elevation. There are 
similarities but notable differences are the vines 
which don’t exist in the cool forest. These elongate 
quickly and then widen very slowly- they can be 
many hundreds of years old. The emergent trees 
are Blackwoods, some 30 to 35m tall. Cabbage 
Tree Creek is home to the cabbage tree palm 
Livistona australis, the only one in Victoria. It fruits 
in November & birds love them especially top-knot 
pigeons that migrate south for the feast. Wilson 
Promontory has large patches e.g. Sealer’s Cove. 
They are species poor, mostly ground ferns, low 
diversity.

There are many gullies in East Gippsland from 
Orbost to Mallacoota. The Tangle orchid grows 
there, a spectacular native orchid. There are quite 
special plants related to the Tasmanian leatherwood 
(Eucryphia lucida, illustrated) known as Eucryphia 
moorei with enormous pure white flowers in 
the middle of summer. He spoke about a large 
revegetation project in this area where 30 Kms 
of riverbank have been restored back to original 
rainforest. This can be done (where is this – could 

someone please let me know?). He finished up by 
recommending the Rainforest Restoration Manual 
for South Eastern Australia for more information and 
a how to do it guide.

Thank you Marc. The talk was both a revelation and 
inspiration to take time in these precious places of 
rest and restoration. 
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APS YY Members speak For & Against the Motion for a Name Change: 
FOR:

David Redfern: The first time I attended the APS YY Plants Expo some years ago I thought it was interesting 
that the Yarra Yarra Group was holding it’s expo in Eltham. With the name Yarra Yarra I assumed the Group 
must have been based in South Yarra or somewhere similar on the river. When I realised it was based in 
Eltham I decided to join as I live in Wattle Glen.Now as a member I’m involved with several things outside 
the group which require me to regularly explain that APS YY is based in Eltham.These are: - contacting & 
arranging for monthly speakers (in conjunction with Charles Young); giving talks about native plants to other 
gardening clubs & interested groups; talking on Plenty Valley Radio PVFM 88.6 once a month for 20 mins 
about native plants. Having to define the location of our group so regularly I felt that changing our name to 
APS Eltham Group might help us to attract more members.

Mike Williams: Like all groups Yarra Yarra can’t see the forest because of the trees or we are ostriches by 
putting our heads in the sand hoping the problem will go away. It is not only Yarra Yarra that should be 
having this debate but the whole society when we can’t decide who we are how can we promote ourselves. 
If the society doesn’t address this soon all we will become is groups that like Aussie plants and there will be 
no society. I’m in favour of changing our name but not to Eltham while this is better than what we have.  
 
AGAINST:

Peter Smith: Let us not follow botanists’ penchant for changing names. How fortunate someone had the 
sense to adopt the name of an Aboriginal clan and river, not the Anglo name of a train station where few of 
us reside, not Nillumbik - bad earth, but Yarra Yarra - of endless reach and renewal.

Mike Ridley 1. Yarra-Yarra’s membership catchment area extends from the North to the East. Why appear to 
constrict the catchment area to Eltham?2. 75% of current members live outside the Eltham postcode & 3. YY 
members have built a highly regarded reputation under the name Yarra-Yarra. Why brush aside forty years 
of hard work?

Jill Lulham: APS Yarra Yarra has been gaining a higher profile for many years now and our name is well 
known in APS circles and to a wider audience now. When a name is changed, the reputation does not 
continue at the same pace, and can be set back for several years, while people search to find us, or to 
find information about us.. Linking up the old name to the new name has to be done for several years as 
a consequence. Remember when we changed to Australian Plants Society from SGAP? The acronym SGAP 
had to be placed after Australian Plants Society for some time, as required by Consumer Affairs. So we 
can assume if we change, that our name would have to be Australian Plants Society Eltham (Yarra Yarra 
Group) for several years. That is somewhat of a mouthful, especially to put on all the new banners, website, 
facebook, letterheads, and all advertising.

Joanne Cairns: When I joined APS Yarra Yarra 10 years ago, I thought it an unusual name. However I soon 
realized that it is something to be proud of.Everywhere I go, whether it’s Quarterly weekends, ANPSA 
conferences, other APS Vic groups, other community groups, the local members office, the library or even 
the council, people recognize and respect that name. It represents an active group of people passionate 
about growing and conserving native plants. The significant value of our name is attached to a reputation 
built by a lot of generous members over 40 years. Everyone knows Yarra Yarra and our reputation is strong. 
Why plunge us into anonymity, lose our goodwill, our status? No successful business would waste this 
asset and take the risk and accompanying setback. Being known is more important to our survival than an 
inaccurate geographical marker.

Winifred Bennett: I support the retention of our name: Change is too expensive in money & members’ time 
and labour. We have not always been centered in Eltham and according to the availability of a meeting place 
may not be in the future. It is only the meeting that is in Eltham – possible members can come from a very 
wide area – neighbouring group meetings are quite distant. When we voted for ‘Yarra Yarra’ at a meeting in 
the mid-1960s we were expressing our concern to look after our overall local vegetation we had inherited 
from the past. ‘Yarra Yarra’ was chosen to remember the local Aboriginal people.  This still holds!  NB: It was 
Bill King of Cralpa Nature Nursery of Warrandyte who did the research. 
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A Selection of Hanging Baskets from MIFGS: 

This special section of the newsletter shows you some of the range of different Australian Native 
Hanging Baskets at MIFGS. There were many from the different groups as well as from individuals. 
The winning entry was from APS Melton Bacchus Marsh - there wasn’t much colour ( a simple, central 

pink Correa) but a lovely variety of texture and drape. Our entry from Charles Young was also beautiful in its 
variety of textures and forms with long draping foliage with just the Veronica arenaria flowering. Thank you 
Charles.

It seemed from looking at some of the entries that 
they had been constructed just prior to putting 
in the show & while this gives reliable colour and 
flowers there is not the same embedded well-
established look.  
 
There was one from APS Keilor Plains that was 
quite beautiful and with lots of colour & drape - the 
variegated foliage species was  a lovely touch as it 
added both height and more colour.  
 
I think it would be great if we could get the species 
listing (like they do for the display gardens) for each 
of the baskets from the district groups and some 

feedback regarding what worked and what didn’t. 
Perhaps this is something Growing Australian could 
do as a follow up to assisting groups.  
 
It can be somewhat problematical I know, every year 
is different, but it seems from what I saw, that it is 
possible to have colour - Verticordia, Bracteantha 
(white, yellow, red), Scaevola - pink, lilac, deep 
purple & Chrysocephalums (bright yellow) were 
splendid.  

Images: Clockwise - APS YY, APS Melton Bacchus 
Marsh, SE Melbourne and APS Keilor Plains entries



12 | APS Yarra Yarra News - April 2018

Hanging Baskets (continued) plus Meeting Ettiquette

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome 

When: 8 pm 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30 pm. Come early for plant sales.

Venue: Orana building, Araluen Centre. 226 Old Eltham Rd,Lower Plenty.

Guest Speaker:Learn more through talks and discussion by expert speakers

Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one only per person) at the 
end when requested.

Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible

Plant Sales: Members may buy or sell their own plants, unusual varieties are often available

Chairs: Members please help set up chairs from 7.30 onwards and put away again after the meeting. 

Images: Clockwise from top - One of the Winning entries in the Avenue of Achievable Gardens, a fully native 
garden, the APS Mornington entry, one of the Grampians entries,  an individual entry. 


